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"The guidelines laid down by the Apex court direct the filing of
affidavit of assets and liabilities to be filed in all maintenance
proceedings includin the pending proceedings before the concerned
Family Courts/District Courts/Magistrate Courts. Upon careful
reading of the decision of Apex Court as discussed above, it is clear
that mandate of the Apex Court is to direct filing of Affidavit of
Disclosures at the stage of deciding the application for interim
maintenance. Clause Il of Part B of the said decision has to be read
in its entirety which makes the position very clear, more particularly
sub clause (xi) of Clause Il which provides for the filing of a concise
application by the applicant accompanied with the affidavit of
disclosure of assets and liabilities to which the reply is required to be
filed along with the affidavit of disclosure within a maximum period
of four weeks and the direction to the Courts to decide the
application for maintenance on the basis of affidavit filed by the
applicant and pleadings on record. The stage at which such
application is required to be filed is at the interim stage. The same is
also evident from the guideline which provides that in case of any
dispute the aggrieved party may seek permission of the Court to
Patil-SR(ch) serve interrogatories and seek production of relevant

documents from the opposite party. All this makes it clear that the
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affidavit ofassets and liabilities is required to be filed at the stage of
grant ofinterim maintenance.”
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