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“Thus, the position of law is such a case of contradiction
between medical and ocular evidence can be crystallised to
the effect that though the ocular testimony of witness has
greater evidentiary value visa-vis medical evidence, when
medical evidence makes the ocular testimony improbable,
that becomes a relevant factor in the process of the
evaluation of evidence. However, where the medical
evidence goes so far that it completely rules out possibility of
the ocular evidence being true, the ocular evidence may be

disbelieved."
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"The public are generally reluctant to come forward to depose before the
court. It is, therefore, not correct to reject the prosecution version only on the
ground that all witnesses to the occurrence have not been examined. Nor it is
proper to reject the case for want of corroboration by independent witnesses if

the case made out is otherwise true and acceptable".
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"The evidence of the stamped witness must be given due weightage as his
presence on the place of occurrence cannot be doubted.His statement is
generally considered to be very reliable and it is unlikely that he has spared
the actual assailant in order to falsely implicate someone else.The testimony of
an injured witness has its own relevancy and efficacy as he has sustained
injuries at the time and place of occurrence and this lends support to his
testimony that he was present at the time of occurrence.Thus, the testimony of
an injured witness is accorded a special status in law. Such a witness comes
with built-in guarantee of his presence at the scene of the crime and is unlikely
spare his actual assailant in order to falsely implicate someone.Convincing
evidence is required to discredit an injured witness.Thus the evidence of an
injured witness should be relied upon unless there are grounds for the rejection
of his evidence on the basis of major contradiction and discrepancies

therein."
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"While appreciating the evidence of a witness,minor discrepancies on trivial
matters without affecting the core of the prosecution case,ought not to prompt
the Court to reject evidence in its entirety.Difference in some minor detail,
which does not otherwise affect the core of the prosecution case,even if
present,that itself would not prompt the Court to reject the evidence on minor

variations and discrepancies."
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“This Court has observed that it is the duty of the courts to consider all the rel-
evant factors to impose an appropriate sentence. The legislature has bestowed
upon the judiciary this enormous discretion in the sentencing policy, which
must be exercised with utmost care and caution. The punishment awarded
should be directly proportionate to the nature and the magnitude of the of-
fence. The benchmark of proportionate sentencing can assist the Judges in ar-
riving at a fair and impartial verdict. This Court further observedthat the cardi-
nal principle of sentencing policy is that the sentence imposed on an offender
should reflect the crime he has committed and it should be proportionate to the

gravity of the offence.
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