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IPC Section - 279. Rash driving or riding on a

public way.—Whoever drives any vehicle, or rides,
on any public way in a manner so rash or negligent as
to endanger human life, or to be likely to cause hurt
or injury to any other person, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which
may extend to six months, or with fine which may
extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

Buasd vl Guell $.dlsisHl saH — 29¢ -1l 160ldl

H12 AlA HOoIAL 2UAUS deatl %RE 8,

The accused was driving a vehicle or was riding.
He was driving or riding on a public High Way.
He was driving or riding rashly or negligently.

The riding or driving endangered human life or was
such as to be likely to cause hurt or injury.
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“Penal Code (45 of 1860), S.279 -
NEGLIGENCE - Rash and negligent driving -
Offence under - Ingredients of rash and negligent
driving on public road endangering human life or
likely to cause injury, must be established — Mere
carelessness or error of judgment, not sufficient -
Accident resulting in death, failure of prosecution to
prove rash and negligent driving of accused — Bare
statement that vehicle was being driven in high

speed, not sufficient — Accused entitled for acquittal.

AgHi d Ysieldl UL U ML v sAd4 © 3 Section 279, IPC
deals with rash and negligent driving of any vehicle
or riding on a public way in a rash and negligent
manner so as to endanger human life or likely to
cause hurt or injury to any person. In order to
constitute an offence under Section 279, IPC, it must
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be established that the accused was driving the
vehicle on a public way in a rash and negligent
manner to endanger human life or likely to cause hurt
or injury to any other person. For the purpose of
Section 279 rash and negligence may be described as
criminal rashness or criminal negligence. It must be
more than mere carelessness of error of judgment.

QUL AIHELR A%3Ud Adl HELAd 222 HAUS A%3Ud

[A2e8 A 5 % 1y (1) s19R1 co¢ (21R1d) i udled

-
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“ A complaint of negligent driving can not
culminate in conviction if the prosecution fails to

prove the accused was the negligent driver”.
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Wil sy Suui 28 cauoll Asil i 20l dSeui sy
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“It is one of the fundamental principles of
criminal jurisprudence that an accused is presumed
to be innocent till he is proved to be guilty. It is
equally well settled that suspicion howsoever strong
can never take the place of proof. There is indeed a
long distance between accused 'may have committed
the offence’ and 'must have committed the offence’
which must be traversed by the prosecution by
adducing reliable and cogent evidence. Presumption
of innocence has been recognised as a human right
which cannot be wished away. See Narendra Singh
and Anr. v. State of M.P. (2004) 10 SCC 699 : (AIR
2004 SC 3249) and Ranjitsingh Brahmajeetsingh
Sharma v. State of Maharashtra and Ors. (2005) 5
SCC 294 : (AIR 2005 SC 2277). 1o the same effect is
the decision of this Court in Ganesan v. Rama
Raghuraman and Ors. (2011) 2 SCC 83 : (AIR 2011
SC (Cri) 419) where this Court observed: "Every
accused is presumed to be innocent unless his guilt is
proved. The Presumption of innocence is human
right. Subject to the statutory exceptions, the said
principle forms the basis of criminal jurisprudence in
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