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Versus
Chhaakki Lal

23. The High court proceeded on the footing that the evidence of
Kesar Bai (PW-1) being the solitary witness is not reliable to base
the conviction wunless corroborated in material particulars. As
discussed above, so far as the place of occurrence is concerned, the
evidence of PW-1 is amply corroborated by other evidence. It is
fairly well settled that it is not the number; but the quality of the
evidence that matters. In terms of Section 134 of the Evidence Act,
"no particular number of witnesses shall in any case be required for
the proof of any fact". The test whether the evidence has a ring of
truth is cogent and trustworthy. In Prithipal Singh and Others v.
State of Punjab and Another (2012) 1 SCC 10, it was held as
under:- "49. This court has consistently held that as a general rule
the court can and may act on the testimony of a single witness
provided he is wholly reliable. There is no legal impediment in
convicting a person on the sole testimony of a single witness. That
is the logic of Section 134 of the Evidence Act. But if there are
doubts about the testimony, the court will insist on corroboration. In
fact, it is not the number or the quantity, but the quality that is
material. The timehonoured principle is that evidence has to be
weighed and not counted. The test is whether the evidence has a
ring of truth, is cogent, credible and trustworthy or otherwise. The
legal system has laid emphasis on value, weight and quality of
evidence, rather than on quantity, multiplicity or plurality of
witnesses. It is, therefore, open to a competent court to fully and
completely rely on a solitary witness and record conviction.

Conversely, it may acquit the accused in spite of testimony of
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several witnesses if it is not satisfied about the quality of evidence."
The same principle was reiterated in Sudip Kumar Sen alias Biltu v.
State of West Bengal and others (2016) 3 SCC 26.

(23) 1 513 gRu1EU2t a8l ARIURA A1 213U . Ul.sIs
ol sadd 1v3, 1¥9, 1<, ATE, 309, 313, Uow, UoS(R) dl
.Ul Asedll sdH- A3u (A3 H¥olail IYotl YRAUR SUI GURISd
[Qad e=i1ddl HIMUIS Aol €2a119%] YRAYIRA GUR AIGR AV 8. Jof
HAISol Aal [A2ANRI oflD Yo SAUIHT A19d 8. §31AIE U2l 5]
HIfS1s a1 €2d1A¥] YAIRA 2% S41H1 2H1dd & ¥ AU Adll SIRUIE

uzl asell ¥ ddell SA WRAUR SAUI HIZ ¥ AIBEl dURIE

8 d oflA YXGioll & vial ddlol] YGilofl oflA Yol &.

(av) Al sIA gRuEUd %y &Ad HIvis Yadl 5§ ¥

s3luIEUial AHal S2 8. d ol Yot B.

(Qu) Al sIA FFRAEUA Ais— v Yl [SIRie crigdie
qigddial durRAdHI A19d1 8. $IRAIE] daol] HIls oilofla A9 %119

85" oolld dl.RR—05—R09ali AY GIUIRall ASIE dIPUloll YHIR
dlaisiof 315 Uisdl Hi2 d 3o olididd] ¥efl § Guisa e of.q €l
wHI &dl Aol 1S UIsdlel]l duIR]l s2dl &di d duid AR ali
UIgy dgal usiRIcY el iRy del R G5 didl &l divisd]
UIgy a8l ofog G5 Ulue doll &I1&HI dISSIell $SI del Socile
Qlotici e Adall GIUHI SSI Al SofcHIEf ol AHoall &IUHI HISSall
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