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16. What we may conclude from a perusal of the above-noticed

judicial pronouncements is that: -

(i) The Court should be of the prima facie opinion that there
exists sufficient and reasonable ground to initiate proceedings
against the person who has allegedly made a false

statement(s);

(ii) Such proceedings should be initiated when doing the same is
"expedient in the interests of justice to punish the delinquent”
and not merely because of inaccuracy in statements that may be

innocent/immaterial;

(iii) There should be "deliberate falsehood on a matter of

substance”;
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(iv) The Court should be satisfied that there is a reasonable
foundation for the charge, with distinct evidence and not mere

suspicion;

(v) Proceedings should be initiated in exceptional
circumstances, for instance, when a party has perjured

themselves to beneficial orders from the Court.

17. The statement made by the appellant, that has been deemed
to be befitting the offence of giving false evidence before the
Court, which is known commonly as perjury, was more in the
nature of denial of the statements made in the affidavits of the

complainant herein.

18. We are of the view that, in the present facts, a denial
simpliciter cannot meet the threshold, as described in the
judgments above, particularly when no malafide
intention/deliberate attempt can be understood from the
statement made by the appellant in the affidavit. As has already
been observed, mere suspicion or inaccurate statements do not
attract the offence under the Section. It cannot be disputed that
the statements made in the affidavit were only to state his
version of events and/or deny the version put forth by the

complainant.

19. We are also of the firm opinion that such statements do not
make it expedient in the interest of justice, nor constitute
exceptional circumstances in which such Sections may be
invoked. Given that these proceedings would constitute an
offence, independent of the one for which the appellant is
already facing trial, it cannot be unequivocally held that there

was deliberate falsehood on a matter of substance.
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