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503. Criminal intimidation.—Whoever threatens another with
any injury to his person, reputation or property, or to the person or
reputation of any one in whom that person is interested, with intent
to cause alarm to that person, or to cause that person to do any act
which he is not legally bound to do, or to omit to do any act which
that person is legally entitled to do, as the means of avoiding the
execution of such threat, commits criminal intimidation.

Explanation.—A threat to injure the reputation of any deceased
person in whom the person threatened is interested, is within this

section.
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The offense of Criminal Intimidation is defined in section
503 of IPC. The Provisions states that any person who
threaten another person on bellow mentioned grounds is

liable for criminal intimidation:

1. Threatens injury to his person

2. Threatens injury to his reputation

3. Threatens injury to his property

4. Threatens injury to the person or reputation of anyone
in whom the person has vested interest in order to
make such person do any illegal act or omit any act he
is legally authorized to do in order to escape such fear

of threat.
Essentials

To make one penalize for criminal intimidation the following
two essentials must be fulfilled:
1. There must be a fear of threat to a person's body, reputation
and possession or to whom he is most concerned.
2. The nature of fear of threat should be caused with the
intention to abstain or to perform certain activities to avoid

such threats.

The supreme court in the case of Vikram Johar vs. State of Uttar
Pradesh (2019) has observed that the mere act of abusing a person
in a filthy language does not satisfy the essential ingredients of the
offence of criminal intimidation. And in the case of Amitabh
Adhar vs. NCT of Delhi (2000), it was held that a mere threat

does not amount to criminal intimidation. There must be an
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intention to cause alarm to the person threatened.
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