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Aol GWRISd YSIEl dU1Rl Adi dHi Ul oieiR (20) Hi AY sAUUIH AH1AG B 5, ' Tt
is pointed out on behalf of the Company that S.18 of the Industrial Disputes
Act provides that any settlement between the employer and the workman is
binding on them. It is said that accordingly the special agreement in the
present case would be binding on Prem Singh. It is not necessary to
construe Section 18 in this case because it is governed by die provisions of
the Uttar Pradesh Industrial Disputes Act. Section 6-B(1) of this Act deals
with a settlement arrived at by agreement between the employer and
workmen otherwise than in the course of conciliation proceeding. Sub-
section (2) thereof provides that after the settlement is arrieved at, the
parties to the settlement or any one of them 'may' apply to the Conciliation
Officer of the area concerned for the registration of the settlement. Sub-
section (3) is important. It provides that while considering the question of
the registration of a settlement, the Conciliation Officer shall examine
whether it is inexpedient to do so on public ground affecting social justice or
whether the settlement has been brought about as a result of collusion,
fraud or misrepresentation. We think that the word 'may' in sub-section (2)
should be read as 'shall' in the context of sub-section (3). If social justice is

to be ensured and if collusion, fraud or misrepresentation is to be
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eliminated it is necessary that every privately negotiated settlement should
be submitted for registration to the Conciliation Officer. It may be observed
that the U. P. Act also insists on the three party participation in the
settlement of terms of employment. In the result, the Company cannot
enforce the special agreemnet on the pretext that Prem Singh had
voluntarily agreed to it. The conciliation Officer having had no say in the
making this agreemnt, the consent of Prem Singh is meaningless."
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