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There was no question of resorting to the procedure u/s 258 of the criminal procedure.
Because the order under s.258 of the criminal procedure can be passed for stopping the
proceedings only when a case is instituted otherwise then the complainant and only in such
cases for the reasons to be recorded , the magistrate may stop the proceedings at any stage
without pronouncing any judgment and even in such cases, if the proceedings are stopped
before recording evidence of the principal witness the release of the accused has the effect of
discharge only.

St. Maharashtra v. Ram Pandharinath Chidrawar,2007 Cril] 827(Bom)

Stoppage of proceedings—Powers of Magistrate under Section 258.Held that order directing
stoppage of proceedings under the circumstances would be proper.
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