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I SEqH RITerd RT fafer eggem Hitesh Verma vs. State of
Uttarakhand, (2020) 10 SCC 710, and Sohanvir @ Sohanvir Dhama vs. State
of U.P., 2025 SCC Online SC 2730, wherein it has been held that when the
dispute pertains to possession of property pending before a civil court, any

dispute arising on account of said property dispute would not attract the
provisions of the SC/ST Act unless the victim is intentionally abused,
intimidated, or harassed solely on account of belonging to a Scheduled Caste
or Scheduled Tribe.

The Hon'ble Supreme Court in Hitesh Verma vs. State of Uttarakhand,
(supra), has categorically held in paragraphs 16 and 18 as follows:
"16. There is a dispute about the possession of the land which is the subject
matter of civil dispute between the parties as per respondent No.2 herself.
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Due to dispute, appellant and others were not permitting respondent No.2 to
cultivate the land for the last six months. Since the matter is regarding
possession of property pending before the Civil Court, any dispute arising on
account of possession of the said property would not disclose an offence under
the Act unless the victim is abused, intimated or harassed only for the reason
that she belongs to Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe.

18. Therefore, offence under the Act is not established merely on the fact that
the informant is a member of Scheduled Caste unless there is an intention to
humiliate a member of Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe for the reason that
the victim belongs to such caste. In the present case, the parties are litigating
over possession of the land. The allegation of hurling of abuses is against a
person who claims title over the property. If such person happens to be a
Scheduled Caste, the offence under Section 3(1)(r) of the Act is not made
out.”

8—  The Hon'ble Apex Court in Sohanvir @ Sohanvir Dhama vs. State of U.P.
(supra), while relying upon Hitesh Verma (supra), has reiterated that:

"It could thus be seen that, to be a place 'within public view', the place should
be open where the members of the public can witness or hear the utterance
made by the accused to the victim. If the alleged offence takes place within
the four corners of the wall where members of the public are not present,
then it cannot be said that it has taken place at a place within public view."
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