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23.04.2026 1.  The present bail petition has been filed on behalf of
accused petitioner  Manish Kumar who is  in  custody
since 26-03-2026 in connection with Saharsa Sadar PS
Case  No.-322/2026  registered  for  the  offences
punishable  U/S  7  of  Essential  Commodities  Act.  The
record has been been put up for hearing.
2.    Heard learned counsel Vindeshwari Bhagat for the
petitioner as well as learned Spl. PP for the State.
3.        The case of prosecution in brief as per  written
information of  Rahul Kumar Mishra said to be Block
Supply Inspector, Kahra, Saharsa is that on 25.03.2026
a raid headed by the SDO and SDPO was conducted at a
place said to be Om Computer in the house of Manish
Kumar.  Further  in  said  raid  21  empty  domestic  gas
cylinders have been recovered. Further on being asked
said  Manish  Kumar  disclosed  that  he  is  having  21
cylinders in  the capacity  of  village level  enterpreneur
under Rajnandan Bharat Gas Agency, however, on being
verified  it  appears  that  the  Memorandum  of
Understanding is in the name of the name of one Nasrin
Praveen as Village Level  Enterpreneur and not in the
name of present petitioner. Further the recovered gas
cylinders have been handed over to the Aasha Bharat
Gas Agency and thereafter it has been prayed that case
be  registered  for  hoarding  of  gas  cylinders  for  the
purpose of black marketing.
4. Learned  counsel  for  petitioner  submitted  that
petitioner  is  quite  innocent  and  has  committed  no
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offence at all. He further submitted that earlier no bail
application has been filed before this court or before the
Hon’ble  High  Court.  He  further  submitted  that
petitioner is having clean antecedent. Petitioner is man
of means and there is no chance of his absconding nor
tampering with the evidence. Further he submitted that
petitioner  is  in  custody  since  25.03.2026.  Further  he
submitted  that  on  account  of  having  professional
relation in different capacity with Mrs. Nasrin Praveen
who  being  the  authorized  signatory  of  Village  Level
Enterpreneure  on  the  memorandom of  understanding
with M/S Saheed Rajnandan Bharat Gas Agency, he kept
the aforesaid 21 gas cylinders in his premises.  Further
he submitted that the  petitioner is ready to furnish the
sound  sureties  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  learned
Court.  Lastly he submitted that petitioner deserves to
get the benefit of bail. 
5.     On the contrary learned APP opposed the prayer
for bail. Further he submitted the allegation is serious
and there is specific allegation of hoarding of domestic
gas cylinders for black marketing.
6. Perused the case record. On perusal it appears that
there is specific allegation against the present petitioner
Manish  Kumar  is  of  hoarding  of  large  number  of
domestic gas for black marketing. Further complicity of
the  petitioner  transpires  from  the  statement  of  the
witnesses mentioned in para-8, 32 and 35 of the case
diary and also from the seizure list mentioned in para-2
of the case diary.  The alleged act of the petitioner of
illegal hoarding of domestic cylinders for the purpose of
black marketing is serious in nature which affects the
interest  of  the  society  by  creating  hindrance  in  the
schemes of the government. Further the alleged act of
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hoarding  of  gas  cylinders  creates  artificial  scarcity,
leading  to  inflated  black  market  prices  and  severe
economic  loss  having  direct  impact  on  the  common
people.  Beside  the  material  on  record  shows  that
petitioner in violating the orders issued under section 3
of  the  Essential  Commodities  Act  punishable  under
section 7 of the Essential Commodities Act. 
6.     Considering  the  facts  and  circumstances  and
seriousness of the offence, I am  not inclined to enlarge
petitioner namely Manish Kumar on bail at this stage.
Accordingly prayer for bail of petitioner namely Manish
Kumar is hereby Rejected. 

                                (Dictated & corrected by me)
 
                                                     Sd/-

                         (Chandan Kumar)
                           District & Addl. Sessions Judge III


